Discussion Questions for Julius
1.  Julius was a leader with power, authority, and ability.   Who are some leaders you have worked with?  What qualities make them good leaders?  List those qualities and reflect on their importance.

2.          Consider the irony of the story in Acts:   Julius, the pagan, Samaritan, Roman, is preserving Paul’s life, while Paul’s former highly religious supporters want to get rid of him.  When have you seen or experienced ironic reversals where those who you would think would not care about religion turned out to be strong supporters?

3.  Originally, Julius refused to listen to Paul when told not to continue the trip.  Later, Julius came full circle to not only believe Paul, but to protect him.   What do you think made the difference?  What steps in the story do you see that mark Julius’ path of change?  What has marked your path of change?

4. First, look at the crisis situations in the story, then how Julius handled those crisis situations.  What crisis situations have you faced, and how did you handle them?  Who helped you survive like Julius helped Paul?  For whom can you be a “Julius” right now?  Who needs your help, and how can you help them?
5. Put yourself in the sandals of a subordinate soldier on the ship just before the shipwreck.  On one hand you know Roman law can demand that you fulfill the sentence of your prisoners if they escape; on the other hand, you respect the leadership of your Centurion and his orders.  Share your emotions and thoughts (very different things!).  When have you faced dilemmas?  What/who helped you decide what to do?  What role did spiritual faith play in your decision making?

6. If you were Paul, how would you share the Gospel with Julius?   What points of commonality would you seek to establish before you shared?  How can you do the same with people around you where you work, live, or in your family?
7. Share a time when you had to “cut the life-boat free” and depend on sheer faith for answers.   What have been, or are, your “life-boats?”   What are the “life-boats” of others around you?  How easy or hard is it to let them go and use faith and belief as your chosen option?

8. Pick a character in the story, Julius, Paul, a junior soldier, a sailor, another prisoner or passenger, and tell the story and events of the storm and shipwreck through their eyes.  What insights did you discover?  How can you apply those insights to your life right now?

