Discussion Questions
For

Cornelius

1. Cornelius was praying at the usual Jewish afternoon prayer when the angel spoke to him.  Reflect on your prayer life.  What are regular times of prayer in your day?  How does prayer impact your life and experience?  How could you improve your prayer life?

2. The angel called Cornelius by name.  What does that detail mean to you? How do you feel when people remember your name?  When did someone calling your name bring you real joy?  When did someone calling your name prompt fear?

3. God sent a message to Cornelius once, but He had to send Peter three messages.  What’s the deal with that?  Why do you think those details are recorded? What other details caught your attention?  Why?
4. Peter seemed confused and hesitant. Cornelius responded immediately. What do you think make the difference? When/how have you been a bit slow to respond to God?  What caused your delay? What message/change/challenge has God put out for you now? How is your response process?

5. What do you think got God’s attention regarding Cornelius?  His giving, or?  What positive behaviors in others grab your attention? How does that bring change into your life?
6. Both Peter and Cornelius had to overcome substantive cultural barriers in order for there to be a personal and spiritual connection.  What kinds of cultural barriers exist for you or others around you, that can stop personal and or spiritual connections? How can you build a positive relationship that works around or over those barriers?

7. Have you ever encountered a direct intervention from God that changed you?  If so, what were the circumstances? What were the results of the encounter?

8. Both Peter and Cornelius faced changes in their lives. How easy or difficult is it for you to change?  Why? What would you like to change in your life right now? What steps can you take to move ahead?  When/how will you take those steps?

