Philippian Jailer
Discussion Starters

1. What is the most fear invoking thing you have ever experienced?  What were the circumstances?  Who/what was involved?  How was the situation resolved?

2. What might go through your mind if you hear about someone casting out demons, upsetting the community, and challenging the authority of local leaders, then being turned over to you for isolation and safe keeping?  How might you “welcome” them?  Why or why not?

3. Recall a time when you, or someone around you, seemingly “had it all together” then things literally fell apart into destructive chaos.  What happened?  What were the emotions and actions?  How is that reflected in the story of the Philippian jailer?
4. Have you ever been in a spot where you thought you might die, or were pretty sure you were going to die?   What was it like?  What went through your mind?  What did you do?  How did you experience God’s presence?  What was the aftermath?

5. Before the account of the Philippian jailer, there is the narrative about Paul casting out the spirit of the python from a slave girl.  How does that link to the story of the jailer, or does it?   Why do you think Luke included this vignette? (See Genesis 3:15).  
6. Why do you think Paul didn’t reveal his Roman citizenship until after the earthquake and ill treatment by the local authorities?  When has the issue of timing been critical to your success in life?

7. Reflect on and discuss the series of reversals seen in the story:

a. The jailer is sentenced and the sentenced are released

b. The jailer is initially in control, then totally out of control

c. The wounded (Paul and Silas) are treated by the jailer and then he was treated by them, having his wounds/fears/life healed
d. The magistrates in charge are now the ones “behind the eight-ball”

e. What others do you see?

8. What have you experienced that at first were tragedies, then turned out to be triumphs?  What did you learn from the experience/s?

9.  Paul and Silas witnessed  for God by singing in their darkest hour.  How do you/can you witness for God where you are?

